The following 1 & copy of the communication
made to the Common Council by the chief engineer
on Wednesday evening. [t evinces a determination
to put down the disorderly conduct of a portion of
the fire departinent, and as o majority of that body is
ready to second any measure to nccemplish this ob-
ject, we hope that the Common Council will act
promptly. The meed of praizeis justly due to Al-
derman Willis for the stand he has taken in regard
to it:—

To the Honorable Commeon Council of New
ork.

The chief engineer begs leave respectfully to call
the attention of your honorable body to the disgrace-
ful and riotous conduct of certain fire companies on
the occurrence of a fire, and more particularly in re-
ference to those who were the most pronithent actors
in the scencs at the fire in F'tont stréet on the 20th
instant,

The chief engineer would state, that while the a-
bove fire was still burning, and before the lines were
entirely discharged, a disturbance took place be-
twveen the membiers of engine companies 39 and 12;
that he immediately proceeded to putastop toit, and
while in the act of so doing, he was assaulted and
struck a number of times by persons having
on fire-caps, with the number *39,” and whom
he fully and confidently helieves to be members of
fire engine company No. 39 ; that he succeeded in
arresting a person no! « fireman, and that every ef-
fort was made by some of the members of the above-
named company to rescuc the oifender, but which
were fortunately unsuccessful, and he was commit-
ted to prison. | X

T'he chief-engineer Would farther slate that on the
following morning, he called on Ald. Willis, chair-
man of the firc and water committee,and represented
to him the foregoing facts, when that gentleman
(with a ‘)mmpmess and decision for which he feels
much indebted to him) ordered the apparatus of fire
company Na. 39 to be sent to the public yard, and
their house closed and secured. The chief, however,
regrets to add, that the house has since that time been
broken open, and entered by sox:e person or persons,
through the window; of which the sash was forced
out,and the iron bars wrenched therefrom. The chiet-
engineer would wish that he could ¢lose his tommu-
nication here,but a sense of duty and justice compels
him to mention another diszraceful and infamous ve-
currence after the aforetientioned fire, which has
been communicated to him by various persons who
were wilnesses to it.

While engines Na. 15 and 40 were on their way
home through the Bowery, a fight and riot com-
menced between the companies attached to those en-
gines, which lasted for sorme time, rendering it dan-

erous for citizens to pass by,and causing serious in-
Jjury to some of the persons engaged therein. It has,
as yet, been impossible t- get at the causes of this
riot; but whatever they may be, they have been the
means of bringing upon the offenders, as well as all
connected with the department, deep and indelible
disgrace.

The chief engineer would therefore respectfully
ask the serious attention of your honorable body to
these facts ; and also that you would adopt prompt,
energetic and decided measures to punish in some
way the offenders, as_well as to prevent the recur-
rence of like scenes.  The great majority of the fire
department view them with’'shame and d,isgust, and
are willing and disposed to second any measures that
may be adopted to preserve order and sustain the
laws. The want of an efficient police at fires is se-
riously £4t, and he trus's that your attention will be
directed totijs subject. =

In conclusion, the ehief' engineer deems it his duty
as he feels it his pleasure, to bear testimony to the
dispositien manifeste d by the chairman of the fire
and water committee to put a stop te these riotous
proceedings, and he would take this occasion to
again express his thanks to him for his promptness
in the presentinstance ; but he fears that unless his
efforts are seconded by thoseof your honorable body,
they will bie of 1o avail.

1l of whi-h i: re<pectiully submitted.
'V ANDERSON. Chief Enoineer.




